Immunophenotypic analysis of acute lymphocytic leukemia.
Acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) is one of the most common hematologic malignancies. Flow cytometry is an integral part of ALL diagnosis and also provides significant patient prognostic information. This article is a practical review of the basic principles of the flow cytometric evaluation of acute leukemias, the interpretation of flow cytometric data, and the management of practical problems such as aberrant antigen, hematogones, bone marrow regeneration, and minimal residual disease.